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Preface to the E-Book Edition 

Hoofprints in the Sand was originally published as a full-color hardcover book in 2002 

by Eclipse Press. Hoofprints enjoyed a brief surge of popularity, then went out of print a few 

years later; but it was fondly remembered as an informative, readable overview of the East 

Coast herds. 

The author continued to dig deeper into the subject, and after investing another dozen 

years of research on the herds, she wrote Wild Horse Dilemma: Conflicts and Controversies 

of the Atlantic Coast Herds (Quagga Press, 2014). She used Hoofprints as a starting point, 

but greatly expanded its depth and breadth. Whereas Hoofprints was 163 pages long, 

Dilemma is almost 600 with hundreds of sources. In her recent research, the author 

uncovered shocking and previously unexplored corners of barrier island horse history 

(would you believe that Chincoteague Ponies may have been used for bioweapons 

research?), incorporated rare historic documents, interviewed key people, and developed a 

unique tool to aid managers in determining the health of a herd and its environment. 

Although it was written to be read for enjoyment, Dilemma is also a scientific assessment of 

the Atlantic Coast herds that can serve as a reference work or a textbook. 

Recognizing that not every reader seeks such detailed treatment of this topic, the author 

reshaped the text of Dilemma into a travel guide (Wild Horse Vacations: Where to see the 

Atlantic Coast Herds and What Else to do when you Visit), a book for children (Discover 

Wild Horses!), and a series of shorter books on each of the herds (The Hoofprints Guides) 

tailored to the needs of a particular audience. All are published or will be published by 

Quagga Press. 

But Hoofprints in the Sand remains the groundbreaker. It was the first book ever written 

that compared and contrasted each of the East coast herds, and it is forerunner of the current 

collection. Many people were disappointed to find it was no longer in print. In response to 

continuing interest, Quagga Press has rereleased this classic as an e-book on Kindle, with 

many new photographs, at a price affordable to most readers. It was temping to bring 

Hoofprints up to date, but ultimately, Quagga Press republished the original text virtually 

unchanged. Many developments have occurred in scholarship and on the ground since the 

publication of Hoofprints, however, and the reader is encouraged to explore the newer books 

to find out more. 

We hope you enjoy Hoofprints in the Sand. 



6 

 

 



7 

 

 Contents 

 

 Introduction 

1 Wild Horses, Feral Horses 

2 Where the Paved Road Ends 

3 The Shifting Sands of Shackleford 

4 Bankers, Blackbeard, and Boy Scouts 

5 Swimming the Channel 

6 Camping with Horses 

7 Horses of the Tropical Wilderness 

8 Where To See East Coast Feral Horses 

 Conclusion 

 Sources 

 Acknowledgments 

 About the Author 

 



8 

 

 














































































































































































































































































